
Check out our website!! 

www.mvvc.net 

This year marks our 25th Annual Festival! 
 What an accomplishment, 25 years of putting on our festival.  Although I have only 
been a member of the MVVC for 7 years, I have met so very many wonderful people.  It 
is these people that have made this landmark possible.  This year we are trying to make 
this our best Festival ever.  Please join us by volunteering to help at the Festival, you can 
sign up on the Festival page of our website, or at any planning meeting. 

 In this issue of the newsletter you will find copies of articles published in past news-
letters.   Please enjoy!! 

Wayne Burling 

Secretary, Newsletter Editor, Webmaster 

spr ing  2012  

Volume 29,  
Issue #2 

The MVVC Festival 

NEEDS YOU! 

A successful festival means that MVVC 

 members are there to volunteer their time 

and talents!   

If you are plannIng to attend thIs year’s  

festival, please schedule a time slot to  

volunteer!!   

You can reserve your volunteer time by  

going on the club website at  

www.mvvc.net/eventpages/2012festival/volunteers/volunteerlist.php 

 

Thank You MVVC Volunteers!  



Just a reminder….. 
 

   Membership dues were due on 12/31/2011.   If you have not renewed 
your membership, you can do so by sending your dues check to MVVC 
Membership, c/o Christine Cramer, 2870 Lake Ave. , Osseo, MI 49266.   

Or contacting Christine at any event. 
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Prez Sez! 
Inspiring Words from MVVC President—Rick Cramer 

 We are all really fortunate this year, due to the early VW driving weather and the really mild winter 

we had.   

 On Wednesday, the 21st of March was a wonderful day.   Christine and I got to take the bus up to 
Royal Oak for the premier of “Margarine Wars”.  The whole movie was such a wonderful experience for me 
and my family (which got to be in the movie as well).  The premier was at the Imagine Movie Theater.  The 
bus got to be at the end of the Red Carpet.  The attention the bus got was out of this world.  So keep 

watching for the movie to be playing at a theater near you. 

 The other reason the 21st was so special, is because it was Christine and My 20th anniversary.  It’s 
not often your spouse shares and gets involved with you hobby, or can say she has always been involved and 
enjoys the VW scene.  Sometimes I think she is disappointed when we go on a bus trip and she doesn’t get 
to push start it at least one time during the trip.  She also does a lot of behind the scenes organizing for the 
club.  These are just a few things that she does to make her SO SPECIAL!!!  I could go on forever.  So the 

day was wonderful and I got to spend it with a wonderful person.  Thank You Christine! 

 We are still working hard at planning a wonderful festival and need all the help we can get.  So if you 
can spare a couple of hours on May 20th, to to the www.mvvc.net and put you name in an empty spot on the 

Volunteer Sheet. 

 Any questions please contact me via email or by phone (phone is the best way).  Looking forward to 

seeing everyone at the Festival. 

 Thank You 

 Rick Cramer    
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VW - THE WORLD’S CAR 

By Richard Hamann 

 Everywhere I’ve lived and traveled, VWs have been present - truly the World’s Car.  During the late 

50’s and early 60’s, living in California, beetles began appearing in great numbers.  On weekend trips along 

the coast, by brothers and I counted the bugs, always loosing count as we reached 100.  When the family 

moved to Peru in 1965, the main form of transportation there was the VW bus - especially equipped for oil 

well duty by the oil company the employed almost the whole town.  Even the police cars were beetles! 

 From the oil fields of northern Peru to the walled city of Berlin, Germany, I was sent to learn German 

and further my high school education.  In the Vaterland, VWs were everywhere.   Cousin Reinhard drove an 

aging beetle, but my uncle had a new 1500S Notchback.  When my year long stay was completed, my family 

came for a tour of Europe - in a ‘54 deluxe bus converted to a camper.  Through Germany, Austria, Italy and 

Yugoslavia, the six of us travelled and camped.  The bus featured a crank slot in the engine pully in case the 

battery ever died (it didn’t), and an attached tent that was home for six weeks. 

 My next new home was in Venezuela, where beetles were popular among the high school kids.  The 

next year (1969) found the family back in California, where I took driver’s training in a beetle.  I soon bought 

my first beetle, wrecked it, and bought a ‘63 bus - every hippie’s dream!  That bus was driven to Panama and 

back from Los Angeles during a three month odyssey.  After that, the poor beast carried me and two friends to 

the Northwest Territories of Canada, where it became lame near the Arctic Circle.  A replacement transaxle 

was nowhere to be found among the forests and swamps, but an old beetle with a seized motor did turn up.  A 

“quickie” rebuild and it was back to California.  Two more time that beetle drove the McKenzie Highway to 

the Northwest Territories.  On the second trip, I traded it for a ’60 bus which afforded more space for long dis-

tance travel. 

 That old ’60 bus is now in Michigan being joyfully used by a follower of the Greatful Dead.  I’ve ac-

quired a more modern ’67 Westfalia, which has been restored and is used for summer camping.  Everywhere I 

go, it gets comments from folks who remember the old buses and it seems everybody has a story about an old 

VW they used to own.  

Here are some articles from past newsletters by members about 

their own VWs.   

I have reproduced these on the next couple of pages. 

My First VW - by John Rauschenberger 

 My first (and only) VW was a brand-spanking new beige ‘71 Super Beetle (the first year for the Su-
per), but with the dreaded “Automatic Stick Shift”.  To this day, I can’t remember why I got the AutoStick, 
especially at the outrageous option price of $139!  My bug looked exactly like the one on page 163 of Shuler’s 
book The Origin and Evolution of the VW Beetle. 

 Back then, to save a buck, I was commuting to Michigan State University each day from my home in 
Jackson.  Thirty-five miles each way, each day: an economical Beetle was, of course, the perfect choice.  
When college ended, I traded my bug for a “real” car.  Despite my love for the Beetle, it seemed like the right 
thing to do at the time-- and who would have ever thought back then that the day would come when you 
couldn’t buy a brand new Beetle in the U.S.! 

Now, of course, time has marched on and I regret ever having given up my Bug.  The only tangible memory I 
have is the original sticker I carefully peeled of the side window.  It was the best $2290 I ever spent.  If any-
one out there knows the whereabouts of serial number 1112952523, I sure would like a chance to get reac-
quainted! 

 My wife Valerie and I are now looking for a reasonably priced bug in good condition to pamper and 
enjoy.  She has fond school day memories of VWs as well.  We’re trying to make this a family project--
something we can share with our three kids. 
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MY FIRST VWs - by Keith Price 

 During the summer of 1973 my mother and her friend Doris toured Europe via rail and backpack, 
which left my father and me to fend for ourselves.  At the time I sported long hair and an attitude, while my 
dad, on the other hand, maintained a cheerful attitude and a crew cut.  We had nothing in common … except 
an interest in air-cooled Volkswagens.  My folks had owned several by this time. 

 Neither Dad nor I had the foresight to ask my mother to return from Europe with a clean split or oval 
window Beetle, so we pored over the want ads.  We ended up buying three ‘65 1200 Beetles in various states 
of disrepair.  After a hasty engine swap, some 6 volt electrical cross breeding and a generous serving of 
bondo, three became two. 

 The green Beetle (gray interior, Sapphire AM radio, some rust) became my high school daily driver.  
The red Beetle (brush painted, roof rack, fog lights, some rust) became our up North “cottage” behicle.  The 
remains of the third Beetle were junked. 

 During my junior year the green Bug was all mine, sans headlights -- total lack of parental confidence 
required that I be home by dark!  For my senior year I got headlights.  Mid way through my final year of high 
school I sold the green ‘65 to a classmate and bought a brown ‘67 (12 volt, sunroof, some rust). 

 The red ‘65 kept up North eventually became a primitive Baja bug with trimmed fenders and Chevy 
truck rear wheels mounted on J.C. Whitney adaptors.  Two weeks before leaving college I rolled that car and 
leaned a valuable lesson about lift-throttle oversteer and control of same.  My less than pleased parents sold 
the wreckage to a buggy builder. 

 I’ve owned several Beetles since the mid-seventies, but I will always treasure the feelings of a new-
found freedom those two tired bugs gave me.  They also served to bring my dad and me closer together.  
Looking back, I think that’s what he had up his sleeve all along. 

Festival Review 
 By Al Bulgrin  

from 1998 newsletter 
 

 Our May 18 Vintage VW Festival, the tenth since our start at Anthony Motors way back in '88, was 
both an operational and financial success--even the weather was great, with the rain holding off until after the 
show. Highlights from the event start with the pre-show party on VoA's parking lot Saturday night which al-
lowed our out-of-town guests to mingle with our local members. Great food and entertainment (by a German 
oom-pah band) were pro-vided by our gracious hosts, Volkswagen of America and their publicity agent, VSI.  

 Sunday's show was marked by over 250 pre-1980 VWs on the lot (150 regis-tered for the show), a4e-
cord number of swap meet spaces sold, and a paid admis-sion of about 2000. Participants and spec-tators 
came from 27 different states and Canada, with notable entrants including: parts of the 2nd Gene Berg Me-
morial Cruise, including a contingent from Cali-fornia; a rare 1957 Rometch from Min-nesota; a group of 
Splits and Ovals from New Hampshire & the east coast; a just plain spectacular array of VWs covering the 
range from a '43 Kubel to the '79 Cabrio. Following this year's non-competitive for-mat, cars were displayed 
on the lot by year groupings, regardless of vehicle type. The intent was to give the spectators a feel for Volks-
wagen's evolution as it progressed from the 40's through the '70's.  

 A feature of the show was the pass-in-review, or drive-bys, that were held at three different times dur-
ing the day. A show committee composed of MVVC members, VVWCA president Jim Sigfried, and other 
knowledgeable folk chose vehicles that rep-resented aspects of VW development through the years. These 
cars were then driven past the spectator group that had been assembled near the PA booth, and comments 
about the particular car and the place it generally held in Volkswagen his-tory were made by several notable 
VW historians. This activity was well received by the crowd, and allowed entrants a new way to enjoy having 
their car in a show setting.  

 Our emphasis in putting on the drive-bys was to increase participation and the good feeling of owning 
a VW, regardless of its condition. To a large degree, I think our goal was realized. Shall we do it again?  
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Indicators     Die Blinkenleiten Tickentocken  

Bonnet (Hood)    Die Pullnob und knucklechopper  

Exhaust      Der Spitzenpoppenbangentuben  

Clutch     Die Kulink mit schlippen und schaken  

Puncture     Die Phlatt mit Bludyfucken  

Learner     Die twatte mit ellplatz  

Parking Meter    Der Tennerpinscher und Klockenqweer  

Windscreen Wiper   Der Flippenflappen muckenschpredder  

Footbrake     Der Edbangeronvindschreen Stoppenquick  

Gear lever     Bigenschticken fur Kangarooshtoppen  

Breathalyser    Die Puffitintem fur Pistenarsen  

Rear View Mirror   Der Yokhunter Tucklosen  

Seat Belt     Der Klunkinklikker Frauleintrapper  

Headlights     Das Dipperenderdazzlubastad  

Exhaust (old cars)   Der Kaffenundschpitpolluter  

Fog Warning    Die Puttenfootdownen und fukkit  

Traffic jam     Die Bluddifukkinnk Dammundblast  

Rear Seat     Der Schpringentester mit Fraulein  

Tyres      Flahttfarts  

Backfire     Der Lowdenbangenmekkenjumpen  

Accident     Der Bledinmess  

Garage     Der heiway Robberung  

Cyclist     Der pedallpushinink Pillocken  

Skid      Der Banannan Waltzen  

Double White Lines   Overtaken und Krunchen  

Near Accident    Der Fukken ner Schittenselfen 

A Glossary of English/German Motoring Terms 

Taken from a newsletter of years past! 



Page 6 



Page 7 

The 25th   Annual 

Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Festival 

Sunday, May 20, 2012 

Riverside Park, Ypsilanti, MI 

Presented by the  

Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Club 

 

Please Volunteer! 

MVVC Members & Supporters:  

This Festival would not be what it is today without your help. 

Please sign up on the website today for your festival work assignment! 

For information about volunteering please e-mail:   

volunteer@mvvc.net 

Contact the Festival chair for other opportunities to contribute! 

 

Non-Judged Car Show Celebrating ALL Variations of the rear-engine VW – Originals, resto-

rations, customs, race cars, drag cars, kit cars, dune buggies, trikes,  ratrods, daily beat-

ers…Everything rear-engine Volkswagen ! 

This years Tentative Schedule: 

Saturday, May 19, 2012: 

Pre-Festival Cruise "To Hell and Back" - 11:00 a.m. thru 3:00 p.m. 

We will have a special Dash Plaque for those going on the cruise.  

More information will be available soon. 

Pre-Festival Banquet 

More information will be available soon. (A
rtic

le Contin
ued on next p

age) 

mailto:volunteer@mvvc.net?subject=MVVC%20Volunteer%20Information
mailto:festival@mvvc.net?subject=MVVC%20Festival%20Information


Sunday, May 20, 2012: 

The 25th Annual MVVC Festival 
We have organized a non-perishable food drive to benefit 

  A Lifeline for Homeless Families. 

Their organization will be on hand to collect donated items and give informa-

tion about their services.  Please plan on packing a couple of items in your VW 

for the food drive and save $2.00 on your admission. 

 

Gates Open to Spectators 

9:00am to 3:00pm 

Spectators Fee: $3.00 with food donation $5.00 without food donation 

Enter off Cross Street. 

Registration Day of Show ONLY ! 

*Car Show Registration: $12.00 

*Show Special !...2012 NEW MVVC Membership & Show Registration: $20.00  

*Includes: Vehicle, Driver & One Passenger 

Each additional passenger $3.00 with food donation $5.00 without food dona-

tion. 

MVVC Membership Renewals $15.00. 

Enter off Cross Street. 

Swap Meet Info 

Swap Space is $15.00 each pre-registration - or - $20.00 day of the show! 

Swap registration starts at 7:00 am. 
Enter South gate off Michigan Ave. 

Each Swap Space Size is 17 ft by 20 ft.  
Each Swap Space Admits Two People  

Large Swap Meet Vendors, “Must” Contact ccramer@mvvc.net for Availability 
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http://www.soscs.org/


 

Our generous sponsors for this years festival:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support them as they support us! 
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MVVC Newsletter 

14122 Jackson Dr. 

Plymouth, MI  48170 

The MVVC Fine Print 
(please read) 

 

Our club name is the Michigan Vintage 

Volkswagen Club (MVVC) but we operate 

as the Michigan Chapter of the 

Vintage Volkswagen Club of America. 

 

 

The MVVC’s purpose is the enjoyment and preservation of  

Vintage Volkswagens.   Membership is open to all owners and 

admirers of vintage vehicles.   Our dues are $15.00 annually, due 

on December 31st each year, which includes a subscription to this 

newsletter, and one official club name tag.  Membership applica-

tions and checks should be sent to:  

 

MVVC Membership 

c/o Christine Cramer 

2870 Lake Ave.  

Osseo, MI 49266 

 

 

This newsletter is published 4 times a year.  The newsletter is 

published when we have accumulated enough material and is 

usually timed to remind our members of major events. 

Submissions to the newsletter are welcome from all members, 

although we reserve the right to edit content so it fits in the allot-

ted space.  The accuracy of information is the responsibility of 

each author, the MVVC and its officers cannot be held account-

able for errors and omissions of information provided, or dam-

ages caused you by information provided in this newsletter. 

 

We encourage members to submit original work (writing, pic-

tures, etc.) for publication in the newsletter and on the website.   

Submissions should be sent to : 

newsletter@mvvc.net  

 

 

 

 

President 

Rick Cramer  rick@mvvc.net 

 

Vice President 

Larry Kabrick  larryk@mvvc.net 

 

Secretary 

Wayne Burling  wayne@mvvc.net 

 

Treasurer 

Christine Cramer  ccramer@mvvc.net 

 

Webmaster & Newsletter Editor 

Wayne Burling  webmaster@mvvc.net 

   newsletter@mvvc.net 

 

Event Coordinator 

Bill Chapple  events@mvvc.net 


